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ANSWER ALL THREE (3) QUESTIONS:

QUESTION ONE (1)

You have attended a speech delivered by Minister Zweli Mkhize announcing the launch

of the EVDS Registration for Covid-19 vaccinations for citizen’s aged 60 and above.

From the speech provided below write a full news story of between 350-400 words.

(40)

Speech hard copy

Minister Zweli Mkhize: Launch of EVDS Registration for COVID-19 Vaccination:
Citizens Aged 60 and Above

Today it is our great pleasure to launch the Official South African COVID 19 Vaccination
Programme Registration Portal. The Electronic Vaccination Data System is now
available to the general public and invites all citizens aged 60 years and above to

register for vaccination.

This launch marks a significant milestone not only for our vaccination campaign but for
South Africa’s advancement towards Universal Health Coverage: This is the first time in
our democratic history that a major public health campaign will be supported by one
digital system for all South Africans. This is in line with the 9th pillar of the Presidential
Health Compact, which commits to strengthening the health system by developing an
information system that will guide health policies, strategies and investments. Some of
the key activities proposed in the presidential health compact have found expression in
the development and establishment of the EVDS system for the general population.

These include, by example:

e Developing a system that complies with the Interoperability Standards for Digital
health



e Capitalizing the functionality of the of a South African Health Information
Exchange Service to allow the secure sharing of data between the different
systems that make up the Electronic Vaccination data System

e The development and implementation of procedures and systems for identity
verification of users of the health system (both those in public and in private),
expanding the capabilities of the Health Patient Registration System platform

e Utilizing the Business Intelligence Platform and Data lake functionality to

standardised health outcomes reporting for both public and private sectors.

I am highlighting this because it is important to demonstrate the critical foundation that
was laid by the leadership of our President and, subsequently, the commitment of the
department to follow through on these determinations and manifest advancements
towards the implementation of the National Health Insurance. | must congratulate the
development team, ably led by Ms Milani Wolmarans, for their stamina and sheer de-
termination to ensure that this system is implemented on time and is user friendly for

our citizens.

The President, myself as the Minister of Health, hundreds of thousands of Health Care
Workers and now you, the citizens of South Africa, have or will all access the vaccines
through the same process, by enlisting using this system - there will be no distinction
between private and state health care users, with the exception that private health care
users will input their medical aid details. The quality of services will be the same for all
of us and the system will assign a vaccination site closest to our homes or where we

work- not based on whether a particular site is a public or private facility.

This system is therefore a proud representation of the future of health care in this
country, under the NHI, which is typified by multi-sectoral collaboration and social
solidarity. In this regard we are joined by representatives from Business for South
Africa, because the realization of this system would not have been possible without the
collaboration of the private sector and business at large. This outcome shows that
indeed our society is maturing in the right direction- a direction towards health systems

strengthening as a unified force.

In a short while, the team will do a demonstration to show us all how easy it is to

register on the EVDS system. If you are 60 years or older, you may now register for
3



vaccination. You must have your ID and medical aid card (if you have one) ready before
you register. When you register, it is very important that you put in the correct cell phone
number, the address where you live, and the correct medical aid number (if you have
one). Remember that registration does not guarantee that you will be vaccinated
immediately We will use the Information you provide when you register to communicate

with you about the vaccination program when necessary.

The data from the system assists us to allocate the vaccines to the vaccine service

points, ensuring that enough vaccines are available on a particular vaccination day.

The details of the vaccinations will be captured digitally creating an electronic health
record. In cases where we have your mobile number you will receive an SMS
confirming that you have been vaccinated and you will also be provided with a

Vaccination card
To register on the website:

1. First make sure you have internet access.

2. You will need a smartphone, a tablet or a computer.

3. Connect to the internet and go to vaccine.enroll.health.gov.za. The welcome
screen will guide you through the steps and this is what the demonstration team
will show us shortly.

4. It is important to follow the instructions and put in all the details the system asks
for.

5. When you are finished, the system will send an SMS to the phone number you
provided. This SMS will confirm that you are registered. This means that the
system now has your details in a queue to be scheduled for your vaccine.

6. When it is your turn to be vaccinated, the system will send you another SMS with
a date and the place where you will be vaccinated. If you put in the correct
address, you will be sent to the vaccination centre that is closest to your home.
Some of you may be directed to your place of work.

7. If you have problems you may contact the COVID-19 Hotline at 0800 029 999. A
dedicated call centre for the EVDS is being finalized and that number will be
announced and displayed on the EVDS portal when you register.



The details you provide us with will also be used to communicate essential information

on the vaccination program, when necessary, through this application.

At the vaccination service point, the vaccination details of individuals will be recorded
digitally, and individuals will be provided with a proof of vaccination card and will receive

a confirmation SMS on their phone

| want to reassure South Africans that we do have a plan to ensure that everyone is
registered and we want as many people as possible to be registered before going to be
vaccinated: this will save a lot of time and will also help us to allocate vaccinations to

respective areas appropriately.

We do understand that not everyone in this country has a smart phone or has access to
the internet. For this reason, we will be using the smartphones and petrol that has been
donated to us by various companies and philanthropic organizations to send out teams
to help our vulnerable citizens who do not have access to digital technology: this
includes the elderly, the homeless and those who live in deep rural areas that are
difficult to reach. We will ensure that these team members are easy to identify and that
you can verify that they are indeed accredited outreach team members. You will all
recall that we had a successful community screening and testing campaign at the
beginning of the pandemic and we have indeed used the lessons learnt from that
initiative to devise this outreach programme. Our team members will also be trained to

be able to educate and raise awareness on vaccination in the community.

We are also proud that there will be WhatsApp service added shortly that will allow

people to register on WhatsApp. We will announce when this service is ready.

If you are unable to register by these methods, you may simply go to the nearest
vaccination centre and we will register you on the spot. If you are 60 years or above we
will also vaccinate you at the same time. If you are not, we will register you but we may
ask you to return for your vaccination- this is only because we really want to prioritise
those who are most at risk of getting sick or dying of COVID-19. Please bring your ID

and your medical aid card, if you have one, to speed up the process.



Finally, we urge all those who are technological savvy to assist our senior citizens to
register. Please help your mother, your father, your grandmother, your grandfather or
your friend who is 60 years or older to register so they can get vaccinated. We can all

guide each other and look after each other to get through this unprecedented crisis.

For now, let us allow our senior citizens to register on the EVDS system. When we are

ready to register citizens in other age groups, we will make an announcement.

Source: (https://www.gov.za/speeches/minister-zweli-mkhise-launch-evds-registration-

covid-19-vaccination-citizens-aged-60-and )

QUESTION TWO (2)

Write two (2) intros based on the following two sets of non-linear/unstructured

information.

e Aim for an intro of between 20 and 30 words maximum, depending on the news
angle that you've chosen.

e After the intro, write between 2-3 additional sentences that cover other additional
information relating to your angle.

(40)

Intro 1 (20)

e Police have confiscated a large quantity of fake vaccines.
e This happened during a raid on a warehouse in Germiston late last night.

e They also arrested several suspects on the property, all believed to be part of a
criminal syndicate.

e The label on the vials claims to be the Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
e There was purported to be close to 5000 doses.
¢ An anonymous phone call tipped police to the location of the warehouse.

e According to Brigadier Ezekiel Qwabe “the police have been on high alert for
months now regarding the possibility of fake vaccines being distributed”
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e Sarah McKinley, a spokesperson from Johnson & Johnson stated that: “had this
fake vaccine been allowed to circulate unchecked in the South African public, it
could’ve done untold damage to not just our reputation, but also the vaccine
rollout in general. We need the public’s trust”

e This was the second crackdown on fake vaccines in the last 2 months. The
previous one being fake vaccines imported from India.

e Health minister Zweli Mkhize has urged South Africans to rely on official vaccine
distribution channels, and assured them that the government is doing everything
in its power to speed up the process.

Intro 2 (20)

e Elizabeth Bradley, 31, is the co-owner, with her husband, Ray, of Melville Guest
House, 22 First Avenue, Melville.

e A gunman entered reception at about 22:00 last night.

¢ He demanded money.

e Mrs. Bradley refused.

e The gunman then shot her in the face.

¢ He took her handbag, the flat-screen TV and some cash that was in the safe.

e Her husband was in the cottage.

e He heard a shot and ran to reception.

e He found Mrs. Bradley on the floor.

e She was still alive.

e She described the gunman as tall, thin, about 22 years old.

e Mrs Bradley died on her way to the Milpark Hospital.

e Mr. Bradley declined to estimate how much money was taken.

e Police hasn't identified a suspect yet.

e The suspect is still at large.

e Police investigation under way.



QUESTION THREE (3)

Your newspaper has managed to organise a Zoom interview with Doctor Kagiso Ntini,
who is the head epidemiologist at a leading university. You have been asked to do the

interview around the current concern of a possible third wave.

¢ What will be your angle? (5)
e List 5 possible questions you will ask Dr. Ntini. (10)

e List two possible people you would contact for additional information, and briefly

explain why you would contact them. (5)
o If you have internet access, you can research possible candidates.

o If you do not have internet access, you may make a basic
recommendation, example: “A doctor at hospital X, which was particularly

hard hit during the second wave.”

TOTAL FOR EXAM : [100]
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