
	

	
UNIVERSITY	OF	JOHANNESBURG	

	
JUNE	2021	–	SEMESTER	1	
TAKE	HOME	EXAM	

	
	
COURSE:	Religion	Studies	(BA	Honours)	 	 TIME:	take-home	
	
QUESTION	PAPER:	 	 	 	 	 MARKS:	100	 	
Method	and	Theory	in	the	Study	of	Religion	
	 	 	 	 	 	
SUBJECT	CODE:		REL	8X08	 	
	
EXAMINERS:	 		 1.	Dr	S	Mathee	(lecturer)	

2.	Prof	E	Hankela	(lecturer)	
	 	 	 3.	Dr	C	Muslim	(moderator)	
	
	
You	will	receive	this	take-home	exam	paper	at	or	before	8am	on	Thursday	3	June	2021	
via	email.	
	
Once	you	have	received	the	exam	one	of	the	lecturers	will	be	in	touch	with	you	(by	
telephone	or	WhatsApp	audio	call)	on	Thursday	to	answer	any	questions	you	may	have	
about	the	exam.	
	
You	must	submit	your	answers	in	two	separate	documents	(Term	1	and	Term	2)	on	Turn-
It-In	on	BlackBoard	on	by	the	end	day	on	Thursday	10	June	2021.	You	will	find	two	
submission	links	on	BlackBoard,	one	for	each	term.		
	
Kindly	submit	your	answers	in	MS	Word	format	(no	PDFs!).		
	
Please	note	that	you	will	only	have	one	attempt	to	submit	the	answer	documents.	This	
means	you	should	make	sure	that	you	do	not	plagiarise	before	submitting	the	paper.	
	
Please	note	that	you	must	work	on	all	the	questions	listed	below	alone.	You	must	not	ask	
help	or	guidance	from	anyone	or	bounce	ideas	regarding	these	exam	questions	with	
anyone.	You	should	do	the	work	100%	on	your	own.	However,	if	you	do	not	understand	
the	instructions,	please	contact	the	lecturer	for	clarity.	
	
This	is	a	take-home	exam	and	that	means	that	you	are	free	to	revisit	the	readings,	slides	
and	your	notes	as	you	work	on	your	answers.	
	
Also	go	through	the	feedback	that	you	got	for	the	course	assignments	to	help	you	see	
the	shortcomings	in	your	work	and	improve	the	answers	you	give	to	the	questions	
below.	
	



TERM	1	/	Dr	Mathee	(50	marks)	
	
Instructions:	

• Do	question	1	(10	marks).		
• Choose	two	questions	(20	marks	each)	from	the	remaining	questions	(2	

to	5)	
	
	

1. Critically	discuss	Rumi’s	notion	of	the	diversity	of	religions	including	
reference	to	the	flag	metaphor	(10)	

	
2. A	decolonial	critique	of	the	Cartesian	cogito	argues	that	it	marked	a	

radical	break	from	the	hitherto	traditional	Christian	notion	of	God.	
Explain.	(20)		
	

3. Drawing	on	Vernon	K.	Robbin	and	Gordon	Newby’s	discussion	of	Social	
Rhetorics	in	their	chapter	‘A	prolegomenon	to	the	relation	of	the	Qur’ān	
and	the	Bible’	offer	a	reading	of:	

• The	story	of	the	nativity	(birth	of	Jesus)	in	Qur’an	19:	16	–	35	and	the	
Gospel	of	Luke,	1:	26	–	56	(20).	

	
OR	
	

The	Story	of	the	daughters	of	Lot	in	the	Hebrew	Bible	and	the	Qur’an	
(Chapter	15:	verse	71	and	Chapter	11:	verses	78-79)	(20).	
	

4. Discuss	the	pivotal	points	of	Musa	Dube’s	Post-Colonial	feminist	
interpretation	of	the	Bible	(20)		
	

5. Put	Sa’diyya	Shaik’s,	‘A	tafsīr	of	praxis:	gender,	marital	violence	and	
resistance	in	a	South	African	Muslim	community’	and	Laury	Silvers’	‘In	
the	book	we	have	left	out	nothing:	the	ethical	problem	of	the	existence	of	
verse	4:	34	in	the	Qur’an’	into	conversation.	Highlight	similarities	and	
differences	in	content,	concerns,	approach,	sources.	(20)		
	

	



TERM	2	/	Prof	Hankela	(50	marks)	

The	 cover	 page	 of	 your	 answer	 sheet	 (that	 means,	 the	 first	 page)	 for	 Term	 2	
should	include	only	the	following:	
	

• Course	name	and	number	+	Student	name	and	number	+	Name	of	lecturer	
+	Date	of	submission	

and	
• The	following	text	(copy-paste	this	text	onto	the	cover	page	and	add	your	

name	on	the	line):																														
	
I	 _______________________________	understand	what	plagiarism	is.	 I	declare	that	all	of	
the	 work	 contained	 in	 this	 document	 is	 mine.	Wherever	 I	 have	 borrowed	 the	
words	and	ideas	of	anyone,	I	have	cited	them	and,	where	needed,	used	quotation	
marks.	Moreover,	 I	 have	worked	 on	 these	 tasks	 alone	without	 consulting	with	
anyone;	 the	only	person	 I	may	have	 asked	questions	 related	 to	 the	 exam	after	
receiving	the	exam	paper	is	Prof	Hankela.	
	
	
	
Please	 note	 that	 in	 questions	 2	 and	 5	 you	 are	 asked	 to	 cite	 literature	 and	 in	
question	2	you	are	also	asked	to	include	a	bibliography.	
	
In	the	other	questions	you	are	not	asked	to	cite	sources.	In	these	other	questions	
you	 must	 simply	 discuss	 the	 matter	 in	 a	 way	 that	 is	 informed	 by	 what	 you	
learned	in	the	course	from	the	readings,	podcasts	and	discussion.	
	
Please	note	that	most	of	the	questions	include	a	word	limit.	Thus	make	sure	that	
you	 focus	on	 the	 task	at	hand.	You	do	not	have	a	 lot	of	words	 to	use,	 so	make	
every	word	count.	Do	not	 include	unnecessary	words	 that	do	not	contribute	 to	
you	answering	the	question.	There	is	a	10%	rule:	if	your	word	count	is	no	more	
than	10%	above	the	limit,	it	does	not	count	against	you.	
	
	
Answer	ALL	the	questions	below	in	relation	to	the	following	research	project:	
	
Several	 researchers	 are	 invited	 to	 participate	 in	 a	 large	 qualitative	 research	
project	on	the	roles	of	religion	in	the	life	of	migrants	in	Johannesburg.	

Every	 researcher	 is	 asked	 to	 focus	 on	 one	 specific	 religious	 group	 of	 the	
researcher’s	 choice.	 Every	 researcher	 is	 also	 invited	 to	 decide	 the	 specific	
perspective	from	which	she/he	approaches	the	topic.	And	every	researcher	is	thus	
invited	 to	 formulate	 the	 actual	 research	 question	 for	 her/his	 own	 project	
her/himself	as	long	as	it	is	linked	to	the	broad	theme	of	the	overall	research	project	
(as	it	is	outlined	above).	

Every	researcher	is	told	to	follow	a	qualitative	research	strategy.	The	data	
collection	method	everyone	is	expected	to	use	is	semi-structured	interviews.		
	
	
	



Answer	all	the	questions	below	in	relation	to	your	OWN	project	that	you	decide	to	
conduct	as	a	response	to	the	above	invitation.	
	
1.	Formulate	one	main	research	question	for	your	own	project.	Then	formulate	2	
sub-questions	that	help	you	answer	the	main	question.	(6	marks)	
	
2.	Write	 a	 short	 literature	 review	 for	 your	project.	 Consult	 at	 least	5	 academic	
sources.	You	 find	a	 set	 of	 articles	on	BlackBoard	 in	 a	 folder	 called	 ‘Articles	 for	
exam’	(the	folder	can	be	found	under	the	heading	‘TAKE	HOME	EXAM’);	use	any	
5	of	these	articles	in	your	literature	review.	Cite	the	literature	you	use	and	also	
include	a	bibliography.	Use	Harvard	referencing	style.	Length	of	this	section:	500	
words,	excluding	bibliography.	(10	marks)	
	
3.	Reflect	on	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	qualitative	strategy	as	the	approach	to	
carry	out	your	project.	Note	that	a	general	answer	on	strengths	and	weaknesses	
of	qualitative	research	is	not	sufficient.	Instead	you	must	think	of	strengths	and	
weaknesses	of	qualitative	research	 in	 the	context	of	your	project.	Length	of	 this	
section:	300-400	words.	(6	marks)	
	
4.	 Design	 an	 interview	 guide	 for	 semi-structured	 interviews	 that	 you	 will	
conduct	for	your	project.	Your	guide	should	include	3	topic	areas	and	each	topic	
area	 should	 include	3	 interview	questions.	Add	a	 few	sentences	 to	very	briefly	
explain	why	you	chose	these	three	topic	areas.	(6	marks)	
	
5.	 Reflect	 on	 research	 ethical	 issues	 that	 you	 should	 take	 into	 consideration	
when	conducting	this	research,	and	explain	how	you	would	in	practice	go	about	
dealing	 with	 these	 issues.	 In	 other	 words,	 you	 must	 think	 and	 write	 about	
research	ethical	 issues	 in	relation	 to	your	project.	You	must	cite	 readings	 from	
Week	4	of	this	course	on	research	ethics	in	your	reflection.	(Use	two	or	three	of	
the	 required	 readings	 from	 Week	 4;	 do	 not	 use	 other	 external	 sources).	 Use	
Harvard	referencing	style.	You	do	NOT	need	to	include	a	bibliography.	Length	of	
this	section:	500	words.	(10	marks)	
	
6.	You	have	now	thought	of	all	ethical	issues	related	to	this	project	and	you	have	
received	ethical	clearance:	so,	 that	 is	sorted.	 It	 is	now	time	to	begin	to	conduct	
interviews.	Explain	what	 you	would	need	 to	 take	 into	 consideration	when	you	
prepare	 to	 conduct	 interviews	 for	 this	 project.	 Also	 remember	 to	 explain	why	
you	need	to	take	these	things	into	consideration.	(Note:	Do	not	include	reflection	
on	research	ethical	issues	in	this	answer.)	Length	of	this	section:	300	words.	(6	
marks)	
	
7.	 You	 need	 to	 decide	 whether	 to	 use	 grounded	 theory	 or	 Critical	 Discourse	
Analysis	 as	 the	 approach	 in	 analysing	 your	 interview	 data.	Write	 a	 300-word	
justification	for	your	choice.	(6	marks)	
	
	
		


