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INSTRUCTIONS

1. This paper comprises of two sections, Section A and Section B.

2. Answer only two questions in Section A and only two questions Section B.

3. Closed book exam

4. Write the number of each question answered clearly in the space provided on the

cover of the examination answer book.
5. Begin each answer on a new page.
6. Ensure that you allocate your time carefully in order to cover all the questions

7. Number your answers exactly as the questions are numbered.
8. The general University of Johannesburg policies, procedures and rules pertaining
to written assessments apply to this assessment.




SSAO RPB8X01

SECTION A: (50 MARKS)

ANSWER TWO QUESTIONS BELOW:

QUESTION 1:

Wright (1896) contends, “There are three kings of statistics: first, those secured by
the continuous record of official acts, such as custom house and school statistics;
second, enumeration, like a census where aggregations are essential to the integrity
of the results, and third, investigation giving a representation of facts". Analyse the
following statement providing South African case examples. (25 marks)

QUESTION 2:

Choose TWO of the philosophical positions from the readings provided in your
course, compare and contrast their ontological, epistemological and methodological
positions. (25 marks)

QUESTION 3:

Citing case examples distinguish between an independent and a dependent
variable? (25 marks)

SECTION B: 50 MARKS

ANSWER TWO QUESTIONS BELOW

QUESTION 1:

Utilising the RAPID framework- evidence based research, how can a researcher
bridge research, policy and politics? Provide three case examples to support your
argument. (25 marks)

QUESTION 2:

Describe how one can enhance the potential validity (internal and external) of a
gualitative research project throughout the research process; that is, in (a) creating a
research design; (b) analysing your data; and (c) writing up your findings. (25 marks)

QUESTION 3:

The graph below depicts the most problematic factors for doing business in South
Africa. As an advisor to the SA Minister of Finance explain, the various factors that
require attention and the validity of the data. (25 marks)
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Most problematic factors for doing business

Source: World Economic Forum, Executive Opinion Survey 2017

Corruption 143
Crime and theft 121
Government instability/coups 102
Tax rates 74
Inefficient government bureaucracy 7.0
Poor work ethic in national labor force 6.6
Restrictive labor regulations 6.3
Inadequately educated workforce 6.1
Inflation 59
Access to financing 57
Policy instability 53
Inadequate supply of infrastructure 3.0
Insufficient capacity to innovate 28
Tax regulations 28
Poor public health 23
Foreign currency regulations 22
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