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Please read the following instructions carefully
1. Answer all the questions.
2. Answer each of the three questions in a separate booklet.
3. You may use a calculator.
4. This paper consists of 4 pages, including this one.

5. Some useful results are listed on the last page of this paper and may be used
without proof.
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QUESTION 1

(a) In R? a basis transformation is made from

i lolt edls 13

Find the transition matrix.

(b) The paraboloidal coordinates (u, v, ¢) are defined by

T = U Ccos @, =uvsing, z=—

where

uz>0, v>0, 0<¢<2m.

(i) Find the equations for a ¢ curve and describe its geometry.

(ii

i
(iv

)

) Derive the tangent basis vectors for the coordinate system.
(iii) Derive the metric tensor for the coordinate system.

)

Derive the conjugate metric tensor for the coordinate system.
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(4)
(3)
(6)
(4)

c) TF are the components of a contravariant tensor of rank 1 and g;; are the
9ij
components of a covariant tensor of rank 2. Show that g;; 77 are the components

of a covariant tensor of rank 1.

(4)

1
(d) T is a tensor of rank 2 in RY. Show that T;;) — N T"% gi; is traceless, where

the notation T{;; denotes a symmetrised tensor.

(6)
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QUESTION 2

(a) In the figure two inertial systems S and S are shown. S moves at a constant
speed V' with respect to S. The coordinate systems are chosen such that the
relative direction of motion is the z-direction in both frames.

The space and time coordinates of two events are measured in the S frame as
follows:

Event A | zp =ya =0 | 24 = 2a ta =ajc
Event B | zg =y =0 | 25 = 3a | tg = 5a/(4c)

where c is the speed of light and a is a constant. These two events are instan-
taneous in the S frame.

(i) Draw a Minkowski diagram of frames S and S and indicate events A and
B on your diagram. (4)

(ii) Use the Lorentz transformation to calculate the speed V of the S frame
relative to S. (6)

(iii) At what time do these events occur in the S frame and where do they
occur in this frame? (5)

(b) S moves at a constant speed V; relative to S and S moves in the same direction
at constant speed V5 relative to S.

(i) Derive the transformation S — S . What conclusion can you make about
the speed V of S relative to S? [Hint: Make use of the fact that the

Lorentz transformation can be written in matrix form as x = Lx.]  (13)
(ii) Show that there is an upper limit to V' and find this limit. (7)
[35]
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QUESTION 3

(a)

The Minkowski metric is given by

(nuu) =

o O O
o O = O
o= O O
_— o O O

Write the line element ds in Minkowski space as a multiple of the time element
1

v

dt by introducing the quantities 8, = —, 7, = —. 3
y g the q bo== 7 i (3)

The velocity components of a moving particle in the S system in Question

dx® _ dz*

2(a) is given by v* = — and in the S system by o% = " Define a four-

velocity in Minkowski space and make use of it in order to derive the velocity

transformation

_ Q _ 1
vh? = ;/01727 v’ = Q(US - V)a Q= 1 _ Vet (13)

c2

An electron e~ has a kinetic energy of % mec?, where m, is the rest mass of the
electron and c is the speed of light. It makes a head-on collision with a positron
et that is at rest. (A positron has the same mass as an electron but opposite
charge.) In the collision the two particles annihilate each other and produce
two photons 7 of equal energy. The reaction can be written as

e +et — 2.
Answer the following questions, giving all results in terms of m, and c.
(i) Determine the speed at which the electron was travelling before it collided
with the positron. 6
2
2
3

3
3

(i) What is the momentum of the electron?

(iii)) What is the total energy of the electron?

(v) What is the energy of each photon?

(6)
) (2)
) (2)
(iv) What is the total energy of the positron? (3)
) (3)
(vi) What is the momentum of each photon? (3)

[35]
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Useful Results

Lorentz transformation

Relativistic Dynamics

v 1

By = o Yo ._\/ﬁ
m = 7Y,Mo
E = mc®? = T+ myc?

2 _ 22 2 4
E* = p°c” + mic

The photon has no rest mass.



